
THE PROJECT
• The Royal Society of Victoria, Cultural Infusion and the Australian Science Communicators 

are looking for migrant science graduates to train as science presenters for schools.

• According to the State of Our Schools 2016 Report by the Australian Education Union, 

Australia suffers from a severe shortage of maths and science teachers.

• At the same time, Australia has a large – but unknown – number of migrants whose science 

degrees may not be recognised, or who are unable to obtain work in their field. Both of 

these result in frustration for the scientist concerned, and a loss of talent to Australia.

• The Royal Society of Victoria, Cultural Infusion and Australian Science Communicators are 

joining forces to create the Migrant Science Communication Accelerator that will engage 

this under-utilised but crucially needed resource of science acumen for the benefit of the 

Victorian schools and the Australian economy. This project seeks to activate a valuable, 

latent, skill base in our community, delivering critically needed capacity that serves migrants, 

schools, teachers and children alike.

• The Migrant Science Communication Accelerator will prepare “qualified but not recognised” 

overseas-trained migrant scientists to participate in the market and labour pool as 

“science communicators”. These migrants will be supported to hone their skills as science 

communicators while shaping their knowledge into educational and intercultural programs 

that can be marketed directly to primary and secondary schools to support Australian science 

teachers.

IMPORTANT NOTE
Training for this program is provided at no cost to the participant, however training is unpaid. 

HOW IT WORKS
The Migrant Science Communication Accelerator will be “piloted” with the training and 

mentoring of up to four (4) science-qualified migrant presenters during 2017. Once prepared, 

the Science Communicator’s presentations will be marketed and booked through the Cultural 

Infusion Schools program. They will have an opportunity to earn income from work as “Science 

presenters” while gaining important local experience.

By participating in the Migrant Science Communication Accelerator, participants will graduate 

as “market ready”, complete with ABN and business registration, as well as “audience ready” 

through trial presentations with our partner schools.

SCIENCE COMMUNICATOR



Further, the pilot will establish a “Science Communicator’s Accelerator” specifically designed to 

promote the development of science education that is infused with the rich cultural diversity 

of their presenters. Once established, the Science Communicator’s Accelerator is the resource 

that will keep giving, ensuring that culturally diverse, science acumen is effectively employed to 

benefit not only migrants but the Victorian education sector as well.

THE TARGETED INCREASED CAPACITY OUTCOMES ARE:
• Increasing the capacity of science-qualified migrants to utilise their training to earn income;

• Increasing the capacity of science-qualified migrants to engage in the economy by training 

them  to deliver a product to the education sector;

• Increasing the capacity of science-qualified migrants  to engage in the economy by training 

them in small business marketing and management;

• Delivering new science education options that meet Victorian standards on both science 

AND intercultural capability;

• Increasing the exposure of Victorian students to culturally diverse educators, and thus, 

increasing their “intercultural capability”.

ESSENTIAL EXPERIENCE
• Must have studied, trained & worked overseas in a scientific field prior to migrating to 

Australia.

• Demonstrable experience of working overseas as a professional scientist.

• A bachelor’s or higher degree in science (or engineering) from an overseas tertiary 

institution.

• A passion and willingness to work with primary and secondary school students in science 

education, more specifically as a science communicator.

• Answers to all four (4) science and culture questions (see above).

• A level of Proficient English communication that allows for delivery of educational and 

entertaining content to school children. More info

• Permanent residency and/or right to work in Australia. 

• Must have (or prepared to apply for) a valid Working with Children check.

• Own car and unrestricted driver’s license.

DESIRABLE EXPERIENCE
• A master’s (or higher) degree in science (or engineering) from an overseas tertiary institution 

• Experience in a similar role that may not necessarily be recognised in a formal context

• Teaching and/or Presenting Experience (Locally or Internationally)


